
2798.01 - Page 1

                                                     

                         

 
Term Information
 

 
General Information
 

 
Offering Information
 

 
Prerequisites and Exclusions
 

 
Cross-Listings
 

 
Subject/CIP Code
 

 

 COURSE REQUEST
2798.01 - Status: PENDING

Last Updated: Heysel,Garett Robert
08/26/2014

Effective Term Spring 2015

Course Bulletin Listing/Subject Area Near Eastrn Lang and Cultures
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Level/Career Undergraduate
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Course Title Experiencing Everyday Life in South Asia

Transcript Abbreviation Exp Life in S Asia

Course Description Introduces students to the history, politics, cultures, and identities of India. Students explore religious and
historical sites (of New Delhi, Varanasi, Agra, Mathura, and Vrindavan), experience the political and
cultural currents within the country, and see first-hand the broad spectrums of influences that various
human movements have made on the landscape of India.

Semester Credit Hours/Units Fixed: 3

Length Of Course 4 Week (May Session)

Flexibly Scheduled Course Never

Does any section of this course have a distance
education component?

No

Grading Basis Letter Grade

Repeatable No

Course Components Field Experience, Lecture

Grade Roster Component Lecture

Credit Available by Exam No

Admission Condition Course No

Off Campus Always

Campus of Offering Columbus

Prerequisites/Corequisites Prereq: 3620 or Comparative Studies 3620 and admission to program

Exclusions

Cross-Listings

Subject/CIP Code 05.0112

Subsidy Level Baccalaureate Course
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General Education course:

       Education Abroad (new)

The course is an elective (for this or other units) or is a service course for other units

Course goals or learning
objectives/outcomes

Students recognize and describe similarities, differences, and interconnections between India and the U.S. through

analysis of course materials, participation in class discussions, and by writing a research paper;

•

Students function effectively outside the United States by living and studying in India and by traveling both to and

from and within that country;

•

Students articulate how their time abroad has enriched their academic experience by documenting and reflecting

upon their experiences in India through essays, journals, and group discussions;

•

Students will gain in-depth knowledge of issues such as cultural, religious, and linguistic diversity, regional tensions

and more;

•

Students will continue to learn and experience much of this knowledge by traveling within India and visiting many of

its culturally and historically significant sites.

•

Content Topic List South Asia Studies•
International diversity•
World affairs•
Culture and ideas•

Attachments GE assessment plan.docx: GE assessment plan

(GEC Course Assessment Plan. Owner: Acome,Justin)

•

GE rationale.docx: GE rationale

(GEC Model Curriculum Compliance Stmt. Owner: Acome,Justin)

•

Everyday Life in South Asia proposal Johnson 2.10.14.pdf: OIA approval

(Other Supporting Documentation. Owner: Acome,Justin)

•

Letter of support.pdf: van Bladel letter

(Other Supporting Documentation. Owner: Acome,Justin)

•

NELC 2798.01 proposed syllabus 8.22.14.docx: revised syllabus

(Syllabus. Owner: Acome,Justin)

•

NELC 2798.01 Credit Hour Rationale 8.22.14.docx: credit hour rationale

(Other Supporting Documentation. Owner: Acome,Justin)

•

Comments revised syllabus and credit hour rationale, to clarify differentiation of formalized instruction from structured

educational experiences (by Acome,Justin on 08/22/2014 10:08 AM)

•

Sent back to enable Dept to clarify schedule/credit hr rationale. (by Vankeerbergen,Bernadette Chantal on 06/13/2014 04:16 PM)•
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Syllabus:  NELC 2798.01 Experiencing Everyday Life in South Asia 

 
Ila Nagar (Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures) 
320 Hagerty Hall 
297-6995/nagar.5@osu.edu 
Office Hours: TBA 
 
GE Education Abroad Course 
Goals: 

• By living and studying outside the U.S., students acquire and develop a breadth 
of knowledge, skills, and perspectives across national boundaries that will help 
them become more globally aware. 

 
Expected Learning Outcomes: 

• Students recognize and describe similarities, differences, and interconnections 
between their host country and the U.S. 

• Students function effectively within their host country. 
• Students articulate how their time abroad has enriched their academic 

experience. 
 
Specific Goals and Learning Outcomes for this course: 

• Students recognize and describe similarities, differences, and interconnections 
between India and the U.S. through analysis of course materials, participation in 
class discussions, and by writing a research paper. 
 

• Students function effectively outside the United States by living and studying in 
India and by travelling both to and from and within that country. 
 

• Students articulate how their time abroad has enriched their academic experience 
by documenting and reflecting upon their experiences in India through essays, 
journals, and group discussions.   

• Students will gain in-depth knowledge of issues such as cultural, religious, and 
linguistic diversity, regional tensions and more. 

• Students will continue to learn and experience much of this knowledge by 
travelling within India and visiting many of its culturally and historically 
significant sites.  
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• Students will develop critical thinking skills by analyzing course materials and 
field experiences. 

• Students will develop communications skills through journals, class discussions, 
essays, and the collective sharing of their overseas experiences. 

Course Description 
 
This interdisciplinary course introduces students to the history, politics, cultures, and 
identities of India.  Students explore religious and historical sites of New Delhi, 
Varanasi, Agra, Mathura, and Vrindavan. The course will allow students to experience 
the different political and cultural currents within the country. Students will become 
familiar with and see first-hand the broad spectrums of influences that several varied 
forces from the Mughals to the British have made on the landscape of India, literally 
and figuratively.  Students will explore the regional and ethnic diversity within the 
country; the ways in which it relates to different global forces; and some of the 
characteristics that make India work as a country and as a culture.  In the process, 
students will be encouraged to think critically about their new surroundings and to 
reflect on what Indian traditions and values can teach them about the United States and 
its position in the world.  
 
Required Texts: 
 

• Herbert S. Klein, A Concise History of Modern India. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2012. 

• Clothey, Fed, Religion in India: A historical introduction. Routledge 2006.  
• In addition to these two books, students are required to get any two of the 

recommended texts. A list of recommended texts is provided on page 5.  
 

Course Requirements and Grades 
 

• Class Participation: 20% Students are expected to attend all lectures and 
organized activities.  To receive a high participation grade, students are expected 
to attend the lectures and guided presentations having completed the readings 
for the course and being prepared to discuss them with lecturers, guides, and 
fellow students.   
 

• Research Paper: 30% Students must submit a 2,000 word research paper on a 
topic of their choice, but relevant to the course.  Students should include a brief 
coda or final comment explaining how his/her experience in India changed (or 
not) their thinking about the paper’s topic.  Students should also address the 
experience of being in India from reading about India in NELC 3620 (the 
required course students will take in Spring semester).  
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• Reflection Paper: 30% Students must submit a 1,000 word minimum reflection 

paper in which they address the following questions: 1. Describe the most 
striking similarities, differences, and interconnections you have encountered 
between India and the U.S.?  What do they reveal about these two countries? 2. 
Explain how you’ve developed an ability to function effectively in India and 
what obstacles you’ve faced in the realms of communication 3. Overall, how has 
this course enriched your academic experience?  Use concrete examples. 
 

• Journal: 20% Students will reflect on a) their experiences and observations in 
relation to their course readings, and b) on what has intrigued, puzzled, irritated, 
and delighted them about life, people, and things in India.  Journal entries will 
consist of one entry per day, of 50-100 words.   
 

Grading Scale 
Grades will be calculated according to the following scale:  
 
A: 95% and above; A-: 90% and above; B+: 87% and above; B: 82% and above; B-: 80% 
and above; C+: 77.5% and above; C:72.5% and above; C-: 70% and above; D+: 67.5% and 
above; D: 60% and above; E: below 60% 
 
Course Policies 
 

• Disability: Students with disabilities that have been certified 
by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately 
accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as 
possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is 
located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 
292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/ 
 

• Academic Misconduct:  It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic 
Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all 
reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct 
includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; 
illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in 
connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged 
academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional 
information, see the Code of Student Conduct 
(http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).  Here is a direct link for 
discussion of 

http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
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plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.
cfm  Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu  

 
 

  

http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
http://cstw.osu.edu/
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Schedule 
May Term 2015 (May 6-20th) 

(Readings are due on or before the listed date) 
 
Day 0 (pre-departure):  Research proposal due 
 
May 6  Travel from Columbus to New Delhi, India 
  Readings:  Chapter 9 from A Concise History of Modern India 
 
May 7 8:00-10:00  lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
 12:30-2:30 City Tour (Old Town, Government buildings, Raj Path)  
  Reading:  Chapter 1 from A Concise History of Modern India 
 
May 8  11:00-1:00 trip to the Taj Mahal and Fatehpur Sikri 
  Reading:  Chapter 2 from A Concise History of Modern India 
 
May 9 9:00-11:00 lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
 2:00-4:00 [first of three-day excursion to Varanasi, visit the Ganga river and 

the ghats of Varanasi] 
  Reading day 1: Chapters 1, 2, 3 from Religion in India 
 
May 10 9:00-11:00 lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
 1:00-3:00 [second of three-day excursion; visit temples in Varanasi] 
  Reading day 2: Chapters 5, 6 from Religion in India  
 
May 11 9:00-11:00 lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
 4:00-6:00 [third of three-day excursion; visit Banaras Hindu University] 
  Reading day 3: Chapters 4, 8 from Religion in India  
 
May 12 10:00-12:00 lecture & discussion, Contemporary Politics and Cultures in India 

[meeting room TBD] 
  Reading:  Chapter 3 from A Concise History of Modern India 
 
May 13 8:00-11:00 lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
  City Tour of Old Fort, Qutub Minaar, Red Fort  
  Reading: Chapters 3 and 4 from Burton Stein, A history of India 

(available on carmen) 
 
May 14 10:00-12:00 Service learning day, at a local non-profit 
  Reading:  Chapter 4 from A Concise History of Modern India 
 
May 15 10:00-12:00 lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
 3:00-5:00 trip to Gurgaon religious sites 
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  Reading: Chapters 9, 10 from Religion in India 
 
May 16 10:00-12:00 lecture & discussion, Political Conflicts [meeting room TBD] 
 3:00-5:00 Visit Gandhi’s Smriti, Lotus Temple, Akshardham Temple 
   Reading: Chapter 5 from A Concise History of Modern India 
 
May 17 8:00-10:00 lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
 2:00-4:00 trip Mathura and Vrindavan 
   Reading: Chapter 6 from A Concise History of Modern India 
 
May 18 8:00-10:00 lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
 12:00-2:00 Visit Indian Institute of Technology, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 

Dilli Haat 
   Reading: Chapter 7 from A Concise History of Modern India 
 
May 19 8:00-10:00 lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
 4:00-6:00 trip to Neemrana 
   Reading: Chapter 9 A Concise History of Modern India 
 
May 20 9:00-10:00 lecture & discussion [meeting room TBD] 
 
May 21 1:00am Return travel from New Delhi 
 
May 22   Journal highlights due 
 
May 23   Reflection paper due 
 
May 26   Research paper due 
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Recommended Readings 
 
Dawyer, Rachael.  What do Hindus believe? Granta Publications. London, 2008.  
Get this book if you are interested in learning about religion 
 
Faleiro, Sonia. Beautiful thing: Inside the secret world of Bombay’s dance bars. Black Cat, 
New York, 2010.   
Get this book if you are interested in learning about women’s rights, gender, sexuality 
 
Guha, Ramachandra. India after Gandhi: the History of the World's Largest Democracy.   
New York: Ecco, 2007. 
Get this book if you are interested in learning about history and/or politics 
 
Kapur, Akash. India Becoming: A portrait of Life in Modern India. Penguin Group U.S.A. 
New York, 2012. 
Get this book if you are interested in learning about urban life, interactions between old 
and modern technologies, human impact on the environment 
 
Lahiri, Jhumpa. The Namesake. First Mariner Books, New York, 2003. 
Get this book if you are interested in learning about gender, women’s rights, living in a 
new culture 
 
Luce, Edward. In spite of the Gods: The rise of modern India. Random House, New York, 
2007. 
Get this book if you are interested in learning about history and/or politics 



GE rationale 

The first leaning outcome of this course is: students recognize and describe similarities, differences, 
and interconnections between their host country/countries and the U.S. To achieve this outcome 
the course takes students to India where they immerse themselves in the life of the host country 
with the help of guided instruction. Travel within the host country will expose students to aspects of 
living in a country different from their own. The course will enable students to interact with these 
aspects in a guided and disciplined manner thereby encouraging students to understand the 
similarities, differences, and interconnections between India and the U.S. 

The second learning outcome of this course is: students function effectively within their host 
country/countries. To achieve this outcome all the lectures and travels in the host country have 
been planned to draw students’ attention to their surroundings and help them in understanding 
issues related to languages, genders, religions, etc., in the cultural context of India. As students learn 
and travel, they will invariably learn to function effectively in their host country.  

The third and final learning outcome of the course is: Students articulate how their time abroad has 
enriched their academic experience. To achieve this outcome students visit one of the more 
linguistically, religiously, and culturally diverse nations in the world. They learn about an advanced 
democracy and experience the country first hand. In addition they will be forced to think critically 
about issues related to class, gender, sexuality, multilingualism, caste etc. Students are required to 
journal and reflect on these topics as a requirement to pass this course.   

 



NELC 2798.01 Credit-Hour Rationale 
 

 Formalized Instruction Structured Educational Experience 
Date Time Hours Time Hours 
5/6     
5/7 8:00am-11.00am 3 12.30pm-2.30pm 2 
5/8   11.00am-1.00pm 2 
5/9 9.00am-11.00am 2 2.00pm-4.00pm 2 
5/10 9.00am-11.00am 2 1.00pm-3.00pm 2 
5/11 9.00am-11.00am 2 4.00pm-6.00pm 2 
5/12 10.00am-12.00pm 2   
5/13 8:00am-11.00am 3   
5/14   10.00am-12.00pm 2 
5/15 10.00am-12.00pm 2 3.00pm-5.00pm 2 
5/16 10.00am-12.00pm 2 3.00pm-5.00pm 2 
5/17 8:00am-10.00am 2 2.00pm-4.00pm 2 
5/18 8:00am-10.00am 2 12.00pm-2.00pm 2 
5/19 8:00am-10.00am 2 4.00pm-6.00pm 2 
5/20 9.00am-10.00am 1   

Totals  25  22 
 
 
Allocation 
The proposed syllabus contains 25 hours of formalized instruction, in addition to 22 
hours of structures educational experience.  The Arts and Sciences Curriculum 
guidelines equate 12.5 hours of formalized instruction per credit hour and indicate, 
further, that 2 hours of structured educational experience equate roughly to the value of 
1 hour of formalized instruction, with 25 hours of structured educational experience per 
credit hour. 
 
In light of those guidelines specification that a course taught with a rough equivalent of 
37.5 hours of formalized instruction be valued at 3 credit hours, the Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Cultures requests that NELC 2798.01, with the equivalent of 36 
hours of formalized instruction (25, + 11/2) be valued at 3 total credit hours. 



GE assessment plan 

The end-of-course assignment for this class is: Reflection Paper: 30% Students must submit a 1,000 
word minimum reflection paper in which they address the following questions: 1. Describe the most 
striking similarities, differences, and interconnections you have encountered between India and the 
U.S.?  What do they reveal about these two countries? 2. Explain how you’ve developed an ability to 
function effectively in India and what obstacles you’ve faced in the realms of communication 3. 
Overall, how has this course enriched your academic experience?  Use concrete examples. 

The assignment is directly related to goals of this class and the intention behind this assignment is to 
find out what students got out of the experience of living in a new country.  

If the responses to the final assignment do not meet the standards of the instructor, the course will 
be improved based on what is thought to be lacking in the students’ experience of the new country 
and the lectures, readings, and travel associated with their experience. The information will be 
archived in the department office so it can be made available to future instructors readily.   
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